
I Had Fainted Unless 

Sermon delivered on May 17th, 2020 
AM Service 

By: Pastor Greg Hocson

Text: 
Psalm 27 
1: The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my 
life; of whom shall I be afraid?  
2: When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they 
stumbled and fell. 
3: Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise 
against me, in this will I be confident. 
4: One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of 
the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his 
temple. 
5: For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall 
he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. 
6: And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I 
offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD. 
7: Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me. 
8: When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek. 
9: Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: thou hast been my help; 
leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation. 
10: When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up. 
11: Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies. 
12: Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are risen up against 
me, and such as breathe out cruelty. 
13: I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 
14: Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on 
the LORD. 

Introduction 
King David is described as a man after God’s own heart and yet this same man was also a man of 
many troubles. It seems like he was always in trouble, especially in the latter part of his life. 
Being a king and even a man after God’s own heart did not exempt him from troubles. Some of 
his troubles were self-inflicted troubles, others were enemy-inflicted troubles but then again 
others were simply because he lived in a broken planet just like and I. 

David endured many things in his life, such as facing and fighting the giant Goliath, hiding from 
King Saul who sought to kill him, losing the baby he had with Bathsheba, being despised by his 



wife Michal when he leaped and danced before the Lord, running away from his own son 
Absalom who sought to dethrone him and even kill, and many other afflictions. 

When you read Psalm 27, you will sense that David is in trouble. It appears that when David 
wrote this Psalm, it was at the time when he was being persecuted by Saul. It reveals that he was 
surrounded by his enemies. 
Psalm 27:2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my 
flesh, they stumbled and fell. 3: Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not 
fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident.

Psalm 27:5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his 
tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. 6: And now shall mine head be lifted 
up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; 
I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD.

Psalm 27:11 Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies. 
12: Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are risen up against 
me, and such as breathe out cruelty.

It also appears that he was unable to go to the house of God, hence his expression of desire in 
verse 4, “One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in 
his temple.” 
Seeking to escape Saul’s anger and jealousy, David had to run to the mountains and dwell in 
caves and as a result he missed the worship of God with the people of God in the house of God. 
As David reflects on his trouble, he humbly confesses in verse 13, “I had fainted, unless I had 
believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.” And then closes this psalm 
with a word of exhortation to others in verse 14, “Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he 
shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.” 

This morning I want to focus on verses 13 to 14. As I look at these verses, I see three things 
about fainting, namely, our Capacity to Faint, the Cause of Our Fainting, and the Cure for Our 
Fainting.

I – Our Capacity to Faint 
Psalm 27:13 I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of 
the living.
Now, I had never fainted, but I know and have seen people who had fainted. I have seen a 
bridegroom that had fainted during his wedding, I have seen a preacher that had fainted while 
officiating a wedding ceremony. I have been in a worship service where a worshiper had fainted. 

This reminds of a story q preacher told about a gentleman who collapsed during the service. The 
preacher said, “Before he fainted, he was, to all appearances, an eager and interested worshiper. 



He was making a worth-while contribution to the service. But as soon as he had fainted all this 
was over. There was no use to give him a hymn book; he would not sing. There was no use to 
pass him the collection plate; he could not give. There was no use to call him to prayer; he could 
not pray. There was no use to preach to him; he could not listen. Not only so, but four other men 
who had also been making their contribution to the service had to leave in order to look after 
him. Thus, by his fainting, he not only ceased to be an asset, but became a positive liability.”

Now fainting is one experience that we all want to avoid because we know the distraction and 
even damage it can potentially bring. And here in our text David cries out: “I had fainted, unless 
I had believed ...” But David was not talking about physical fainting; he was talking about 
spiritual fainting. What he was saying is that, in his times of distress and difficulty, he would 
have lost courage and spirit, he would have given up and quit, he would have folded up, if he had 
not believed to see the goodness of the Lord. 

Now, it is possible for the best Christian to faint in times of adversity. You and I are capable of 
fainting in times of deep trouble. In fact, some of the best Christians have. Matthew Henry 
says, “Even the best saints are subject to faint when their troubles become grievous and tedious, 
their spirits are overwhelmed, and their flesh and heart fail.” It could happen to any one of us.

Proverbs 24:10 If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small. 
Fainting, sometimes is an indicator of how frail and weak we really are. It is possible that we 
have weak moments in our life. It’s possible that we may faint during time of trouble. Since it is 
possible even the best Christians to faint in times of adversity, the Bible warns again and again 
against fainting. 

Isaiah 41:10 Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness.

Luke 18:1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not 
to faint;

Galatians 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint 
not.

Hebrews 12:1 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest 
ye be wearied and faint in your minds. 

Hebrews 12:5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, 
My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:

In our text, David humbly confessed that in the midst of trouble he almost fainted. The 
trouble what he was experiencing was affecting him. Because of his problems and his trials, he 



felt he cannot continue anymore. He is very near to depression and dangerously near to 
despair. What is amazing is that David, was wrote about this experience. He was open about it 
and not embarrassed to admit that he almost fainted.

Can you identify with David? Do you feel like fainting due to this global crisis that we are in 
today? This is something we can understand and something in which at times, we find ourselves. 

II – The Cause of Our Fainting 
Consider not only our capacity to faint but also the cause of our fainting. 
Psalm 27:13 I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of 
the living. 
Physically, there are different causes of fainting, such as, fear, extreme pain, a sudden drop in 
blood pressure, hyperventilation, dehydration, standing in one position for too long, and standing 
up too quickly. But spiritual fainting according to our text, is basically caused by one thing and it 
is not seeing the goodness of the LORD.

In whatever trouble he was facing, David could not see the goodness of God. There are times it 
is easy to see the goodness of the LORD. It is easy to see the goodness of God in times of 
prosperity and success. It is easy to see the goodness of God when our prayers are answered. It is 
easy to see the goodness of God everything is going according to our plans and expectations.

But sometimes it is hard to see the goodness of God. Adversity veils the goodness of the 
LORD from our eyes. It’s is hard to see the goodness of God when, to no fault of your own, you 
are being pursued and persecuted by your enemies. It is hard to see the goodness of the God 
when you are surrounded by enemies who are like cannibals ready to eat up your flesh. It is hard 
to see the goodness of the LORD when enemies encamp against you and rise up against you, and 
ready to attack you. It is hard to see the goodness of the LORD when false witnesses are risen up 
and breathe out cruelty against you. That’s where David was. That’s in some way we as a nation 
and as a church are in this time of pandemic. It’s not easy to see the goodness of God when 
people are getting sick and even dying due to this invisible enemy. It’s not easy to see the 
goodness of God when people are losing their jobs and businesses. It’s not easy to see the 
goodness of God when the church is not able to meet in person to worship the living God. 
Sometimes afflictions veil the goodness of God from our eyes. And because the goodness of God 
was veiled from his eyes, David almost fainted. He was near despair. But thank God, David did 
not faint.

And so how did David endure in the time in his life where he could not see the goodness of God? 
This leads us to the third thing I want us to consider this morning. 

III – The Cure for Our Fainting 
Consider not only our capacity to faint and the cause of our fainting but also the cure for our 
fainting. 



Psalm 27:13 I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of 
the living. 

As I have said at the outset, even as believers we have the capacity to faint. Even the best among 
us is capable of fainting in times of difficulty and adversity. The reality is that you and I as 
believers may faint, but you and I can find God’s cure or remedy for fainting in the Christian life. 
David who had experienced many troubles in his life humbly confessed that he did not faint 
under time of difficulty. He was able to avoid it. How? He did not faint in spite of the great 
pressure he went through because he believed to see the goodness of the LORD! Had he not 
believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living he would have fainted. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, this is the cure for our fainting, this is the remedy for our 
fainting, this is how we avoid fainting – Believe to see! Believe in order to see the goodness of 
the LORD. This is the opposite of how the lost world thinks. The unbelieving world say, “Seeing 
is believing.” What they are saying is that you have to see the proof of something before you can 
believe it. That may be true in the material world. But it is not true of the spiritual 
world. Regarding the things of God, you must first believe – and then you will see!

I want you to look again what David said — he did not say, “unless I see the goodness of God 
and unless God has been showering me with goodness, I would have fainted.” But rather, “unless 
I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD, I would have fainted.” 

The reason David did not faint under deep affliction and great pressure in life, is not because he 
saw and felt the goodness of God. No! He was not there at that time, but he had faith in God and 
in His goodness. Isn’t this why the Old Testament saints were able to endure and obtain a good 
report ... 
Hebrews 11:1-2 says “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen. For by it the elders obtained a good report.” 
If you and I, like David are not to lose heart in times of distress, we must exercise faith. O, to be 
like David who in the midst of great pressure still was confident and able to say, “The LORD is 
my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid?”

In the midst of great affliction, David did not lose his love and desire for the house of God and 
still said, “One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in 
his temple.” He did lose confidence in God and still prayed, “Teach me thy way, O LORD, and 
lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies. Deliver me not over unto the will of mine 
enemies: for false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out cruelty.” He still 
believed that God and God alone can deliver him from his enemies.  

If you and I, like the elders listed in the book of Hebrews are to endure and not lose heart, we 
must  exercise faith. We are to be like Moses who “endured, seeing Him who is invisible.” O, to 



be like Abraham who “staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in 
faith, giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able 
also to perform.”

There is a word for the church today as we are still under this global pandemic and lockdown. It 
is important to believe in God and His goodness even though it is hard to see His goodness in 
this difficult time. Before I leave this point, let me just say this, we faint, not because we have 
so many trials in life, no, we faint ultimately because we question the goodness of God.

But remember as the song goes … 

God is too wise to be mistaken, 
God is too good to be unkind, 

So, when you don’t understand, 
When you don’t see His plan, 

When you can’t trace His hand, 
Trust His heart. 

Maybe today you are in a situation where you don’t see the goodness of God, if you are a child 
of God, let me exhort you to still believe that God is working all things for your good. 

Closing Thoughts 
I want to close this sermon video the same way David closes this psalm. David closes this psalm 
with a word of exhortation to others and yes to us. 
Psalm 27:14 Wait on the LORD: ... wait, I say, on the LORD. 
Here David encourages us to put our confidence and hope in God in times of trouble and danger. 
Wait, therefore, on the Lord. Our circumstance may seem to be overwhelming now, but wait on 
the Lord. I know we don’t like to wait. We like to figure things out ourselves and to take action, 
but the truth is waiting on God is our only chance. 

Isaiah 40:28 Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his 
understanding. 29:  He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth 
strength. 30:  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: 31: 
But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 

Even young people faint. It’s more than physical strength, it’s our faith in Christ, it’s our waiting 
on the Lord, it’s our focus on the One who said that even the youth shall faint and be weary but 
they that wait on the Lord. 

Strength and courage come from waiting on Him and not relying upon ourselves. 



Psalm 27:14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart ... This 
is what gave David courage, strength to stand and not faint. 

May God help us like David to believe to see the goodness of God and in believing to see that 
goodness may He strengthen us, may He give us courage and may He give us patience to wait 
upon him for many days. May the Lord write His Word upon our hearts and may He help us not 
only to be hearers, but to be doers His Word as well. 

Now, let me speak to those watching this video sermon but still not a believer and follower of 
Jesus Christ. You have heard the saying “To see is to believe” and perhaps you even hold to that 
philosophy. What do you want to see in order for you to believe? What more proof do you want? 
The Bible reveals that God commendeth [demonstrated, proved] His love toward us in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. The Bible reveals that God manifested [showed, proved] 
the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live through him. The Bible reveals that God invites sinners like you and me to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved. The Bible clearly teaches that whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the LORD shall be saved. But you are still not saved because you would not believe. 
You would not believe because you are still looking for proof. You would not believe until you 
see. That is completely opposite of God’s way.  You must first believe – and then you will see! 
Our Lord made that clear when He said to Nicodemus in John 3:3, “Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” You must believe in Him and be born again first. Then and 
only then will you “see” Him by faith!

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ now! Cast yourself on Him by faith! Call out to Him like Peter 
when he was drowning cried out, “Lord, save me!” and He will.  

John 6:37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out. 
He that believes in Jesus is saved. The Apostle told the lost Philippian jailer, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). That is as true tonight as it was two 
thousand years ago! “I had fainted, unless I had believed to see...” (Psalm 27:13). 

AMEN!


